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Create Hong Kong (CreateHK), set up by the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in June 2009, is
dedicated to spearheading the development of creative industries
in Hong Kong. Our work include administration of the CreateSmart
Initiative (CSI) to provide funding support to initiatives that are
conducive to the development of creative industries.
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The projects sponsored by the CSI are diverse in nature, ranging from
internship and graduate trainee programmes; programmes for young
creative talent to undertake overseas work attachments, further study
and exchange; programmes for creative SMEs and creative talent to
participate in Mainland and overseas exhibitions and competitions;
incubation programmes for emerging designers, organising signature
events, competitions / awards, exhibitions, seminars, workshops,
etc. to promote Hong Kong as Asia's creative capital.

The CSI also seeks to encourage the projects which focus on
nurturing creative talent, start-up incubation, and promotion of Hong
Kong designers and brands, etc., with a view to building up a
nurture-based progressive ladder for its funded programmes.
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Locally registered institution / organisation

T EETBH - ERBHEnmn (BAREES S
EBEE1ER) RRBIEYPFS KERBBLRMER -
The CSI accepts applications all year round. Interested
parties should read the CreateSmart Initiative Guide
carefully and complete the application form and submit it
through the computerised application system.
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Funding support is normally provided by way of a grant
and disbursed by instalments; more than one application
can be submitted by each applicant, but approval of
applications depends on their individual merits; no limit
is imposed on the maximum amount of subsidy to
be granted, but projects involving funding support of
HK$10 million or above would have to be submitted to
the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council for
consideration and approval.
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1. What factors will be considered by the CSI in assessing an
application?

The CSI will give due consideration to a number of factors, including (but
not limited to) the potential of the project in promoting and speeding up the
development of creative industries in Hong Kong; in fostering a conducive
environment in Hong Kong to facilitate creative industries development;
and in building Hong Kong into a regional creative capital; whether there
is a demonstrated need for the project; the overall planning; the capability
of the project team; whether the project is cost-effective etc. (Details of the
consideration factors are illustrated in the CS/ Guide.)
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2. Is it necessary for the applicant organisation and the proposed

project to be non-profit making in nature? Can individual
companies be the beneficiaries for the proposed project?

Although the applicant itself needs not be a non-profit making organisation, the
proposed project should be essentially non-profit making in nature. In assessing
an application, the CSI will consider whether benefits accrued from the project
can serve the interests of individual creative sectors or the creative industries
as a whole, instead of just for the interests of individual private companies or
consortia.
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Business of Design Week — Asia’s premier annual design event
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3. Can funding support from both the CSI and other government

departments be applied in respect of the same project?

To avoid double subsidy, project elements which will receive or have received
funding from other government sources will not receive further funding
support from the CSI. For projects that fall under the scope of other dedicated
Government funding schemes, the CSI will not provide funding either. (Please
refer to the CSI website or CS/ Guide for examples of other dedicated
Government funding schemes.)
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4. |s industrial/commercial sponsorship required to help meet part

of the expenses of the proposed project?

Although the project applicants are not required under the CSI to have secured
industrial/commercial sponsorship to help meet part of their expenses, the
availability of such sponsorship can demonstrate industry support to the project
and can be a possible positive factor in getting funding approval from the CSI.
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